Order of Service
Date  7 pm, Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Worship Leader  Rev. Dr. Kate R. Walker 
Music Directors  Ellen Gozion & Kris Rust

Choir - UU Pittsburgh Community Singers

Brass Quartet  Mark Humbert & Tyler Evans, trumpets, Olivia Nixon, trombone & Kasey Higginbottom, tuba
Liturgist  Alice Carnes

Tech  Nicky Baldy


The Prelude   Carols and Music for the Season
Mark Humbert  & Tyler Evans, Trumpets; Olivia Nixon, Trombone; Kasey Higginbottom, Tuba
The Welcome     Rev. Dr. Kate R. Walker
The Introit     “Sing Dem Herrn” by Michael Praetorius 
The Lighting the Chalice and the Advent Wreath   Rev. Kate and Alice Carnes
Processional Hymn #228 “Once in Royal David’s City” 
Verse 1 - Emory Drain, soloist 
Verse 2 – Choir
Instrumental Verse
Verses 3 & 4 – Congregation

The Christian Scripture Reading Luke 2:1-20      Alice Carnes
The Anthem  “Ringing Them Bells” African American spiritual
A Story for All Ages     “Why the Chimes Rang” by Raymond MacDonald Alden	Rev. Kate
The Offering   Alice
Donations by check may be mailed to the church office.  Electronic donations may be made online on the church website or by texting "give" to 412-435-1050 and following the instructions.
Our Offertory Music “Ring Them Bells” by Bob Dylan
Soloists – Michele Bankole, Hugh McGough, Morgan Hawkins, Lee Saville-Iksic
A Reading   “The Work of Christmas”  by Howard Thurman		Alice Carnes
A Hymn 	#240 “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”
Our Homily   “Ring a Ding: The Bells Call for Compassion” Rev. Kate
The Meditation, Silence and Prayer  Rev. Kate 
The Blessing and Lighting of the Candles	Rev. Kate
Our Closing Carol: #251 “Silent Night”

Vs 1.  Silent Night, Holy Night, all is calm, all is bright,  
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Vs 2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing “Alleluia” 
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Vs 3. Silent night, holy night, child of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
We Extinguish the Chalice Flame 	Rev. Kate and Alice          
We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment: these we carry in our hearts until we are together again
The Benediction  Rev. Kate
The Postlude     “Silver Bells” arr. Kasey Higginbotham
 Mark Humbert & Tyler Evans, trumpets, Olivia Nixon, trombone, Kasey Higgenbottom, tuba.



Music for tonight’s service is generously supported, in part, by the Women’s Alliance of First Unitarian Church.

To donate to Share the Plate
- by check mailed to the church office, please include STP on the memo line
- online on the church website, use the drop down to select Share the Plate rather than General Fund 2025
- by texting “Give” to 412-435-1050 following the directions with the word share after the donation amount.
To make a pledge payment
-by check, please put pledge in the memo line
- online on the church website, keep the default General Fund 2025 option


