Order of Service
Date 25 Jan 2026
Guest Speaker   David Hereth
Time for All Ages 
Liturgist Stephanie Pawlowski
Music Ellen Gozion, Director of Instrumental Music,
& The Acoustic Gathering
Tech 
Worship Coordinator   Stephanie Pawlowki

Prelude Elk River Blues by Ernie Carpenter of WV performed by Acoustic Gathering 
Welcome   Stephanie Pawlowski
Lighting the Chalice and Call to Worship   Stephanie
Opening Hymn   #1018 Come and Go with Me 

Collective Reading    Stephanie
Love is the power that holds us together and is at the center of our shared values.
 
We covenant: 
To practice Interdependence, we honor the interdependent web of all existence;
To practice Pluralism, we celebrate that we are all sacred beings, diverse in culture, experience, and theology;
To practice Justice, we work to be diverse multicultural Beloved Communities where all thrive; 
To practice Transformation, we adapt to the changing world;
To practice Generosity, we cultivate a spirit of gratitude and hope;
To practice Equity, we declare that every person is inherently worthy and has the right to flourish with dignity, love, and compassion. 
 
We are accountable to one another for doing the work of living our shared values through the spiritual discipline of Love


Story for All    
Singing For Our Children   Go Now in Peace

Go now in peace, go now in peace. 
May the spirit of love surround you
[bookmark: _Int_63dYpuVL]Everywhere, everywhere you may go. 	

Offering   Stephanie


Donations by check may be mailed to the church office.  Electronic donations can be made online through the church website or by texting "give" to (412) 435-1050 and following the instructions.         
Share the plate for January is A. Philip Randolph
Joys and Sorrows: During the offertory music, you are invited to light a candle or place a stone in Blessed Community water as you offer silent gratitude or prayers. Two tables are in the sanctuary; one in the front, to the right of the platform, and one in the back right alcove.

Offertory Music  The Lovers’ Waltz by Jay Ungar and Molly Mason performed by The Acoustic Gathering
Meditation, silence, or prayer    Stephanie
Musical Response #95 There is More Love   
Reading          If you hear the dogs, keep going. If you see the torches in the woods, keep going. If there’s shouting after you, keep going.  Don’t ever stop. Keep going.
If you want a taste of freedom, keep going               - Harriet Tubman

Sermon  “ A Life of Resistance”  David Hereth
Hymn  #169 We Shall Overcome  led by The Acoustic Gathering
Extinguishing the Chalice Flame   Stephanie
We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, 
the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment: 
these we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Benediction   David Hereth
   Postlude   I Hope We Get to do it Again by Brad Yoder, arr. by The Early Mays
performed by The Acoustic Gathering



To donate to Share the Plate 
- by check mailed to the church office, please include STP on the memo line 
- online on the church website, use the drop down to select Plate.
- by texting “Give” to 412-435-1050 following the directions with the word share or pledge after the donation amount as appropriate.
To make a pledge payment 
-by check, please put pledge in the memo line 
- online on the church website, keep the default General Fund 2025 option 


David Hereth is a long-time member of First Church and a former RE teacher.

Our Share the Plate recipient for January is the Pittsburgh A. Philip Randolph Institute (APRI) “Breaking the Chains of Poverty” pre-apprenticeship program, designed to help participants build the skills necessary to obtain a family-sustaining career in the local building and construction trade unions, manufacturing industries and emerging energy sector. Participants in the program acquire the skills and trade certifications that help them stand out when pursuing trade apprenticeships and manufacturing careers. The program is 8 weeks long, 40 hours a week, and has strict standards with regard to attendance, tardiness, work ethic, and dedication to success. With more than 700 graduates, an 80 percent completion rate, and an 85 percent placement rate, Pittsburgh APRI and its “Breaking the Chains of Poverty” program is transforming activism into action.

The Acoustic Gathering is the newest all-ages, all-abilities community music activity supported by First Unitarian Church. We gather twice monthly to build community and musicianship. Our very informal rehearsals/jams are held on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month from September through July.  If you play any acoustic instrument—fiddle family, fretted strings of any sort, flute or any woodwinds, —you name it—or if you enjoy informal singing, you are welcome to join us! Please contact Ellen Gozion at instrumentalmusic@first-unitarian-pgh.org to receive more information, or to be added to the email list for schedule updates and links to repertoire.

